
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, If 
 ye have love one for another.  

John13:35  
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tance for the needy or sick 
members.  

June 30, 2024 

 

  

NJ Deacons Newsletter 

Message from Presidents  

 Leaders and Youth Messages 

 40 years Service Recognition 

  Fathers Day and JuneTeenth 

Public Service Announcements 

August Memorial Golf Outing 

 Convention Announcements 

What Really Matters in Life 

Inside this issue: 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ,  

Praise the Lord NJ State Baptist Deacons' Convention!!! Bless 
His Holy name for He has done, is doing and continues to do, 
great and marvelous things for those who love Him and are obe-
dient to His word. 
 
At the beginning of my third year as President of the New Jersey 
State Baptist Deacons' Convention, I am truly grateful for your 
dedication and commitment that have been shown doing this 
new year. We can all say, "we have come this far by faith''. 
 
I solicit your prayers that God almighty will grace me with the 
strength, wisdom, and understanding to lead the state deacons 
convention to higher heights. 
 
This time last year we were experiencing and learning new ways 
of communicating and staying connected with one another 
through conference calls, streaming on-line, and Zoom.  Thanks 
be unto God, even during this time of confinement and difficul-
ties, the gospel has reached many that would have never heard it 
had it not been for the confinement and difficulties we were ex-
periencing. 

We pause to thank God for the blessings in 2023; we were able 
to keep the NBDC King and Queen Banner. To God be the glory.  

As we complete the second quarter of year 2024 being thankful 
for how the Lord has blessed us. Let's expect even greater bless-
ings from the Lord in 2024. As it is written, “Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. “1 Corin-
thians 2:9 “ 

 
God Bless You All:  
 Deacon James R. Plummer, Parent Body President 



Our background and circum-
stances may have influenced 
who we are, but we are re-
sponsible for who we be-
come. 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
Morality may keep you out of 
jail, but it takes the blood of 
Jesus Christ to keep you out 
of Hell.  

 *+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*   

Those who leave everything 
in God’s hands will eventual-
ly see God’s  hands in every-
thing. 

 *+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

”Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding. Don’t be 
impressed with your own wis-
dom. Instead, fear the Lord and 
turn away from evil.“ 
Proverbs 3:5, 7 NLT 
 *+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

Don’t just count your bless-
ings. Be the blessings that 
other people count on. 

 *+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+  

Good friends are like stars. 
You don’t always see them 
but you know they are there 
when you need them. 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

 A relationship with God will 
get you into places degrees 
and money can’t. 

  

The NJ State Baptist Deacons Convention has a quarterly 
Newsletter to keep it’s members and friends updated as to 
the events and activities of the convention. Activities and initi-
atives of the Parent Body, Women’s Auxiliary and 
Youth/Young Adults will be documented in the newsletter.  
The next Quarterly newsletter will be available on Monday, 
September 30, 2024. Please take time to read and comment 
on this newsletter and recommend ways to make it better. 
============================================= 

June 16, 2024—Fathers Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from NJ State Baptist 
Deacons’ Convention Newsletter 
Editor, Deacon Robert B. Greene  

PAGE  2 NJ DEA CONS  NEWS LE TT E R  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PAGE 3 NJ  DEACONS NEWSLETTE R 

Greetings to everyone: 

 As we step into the month of June, we have a variety of celebrations and activities. 
  
This is a time for graduations from high school, college or  Masters or PhD ad-
vanced degrees where we applaud and acknowledge the hard work and achieve-
ments of our students as they step into the next chapter of their lives. 
 
It has been said many times in different ways but no matter how it is said it is the 
unavoidable reality, Success begins with our youth. How we nurture and groom 
them is a direct reflection of what we can expect in the future. 
 
Their accomplishments are the seeds which will blossom and support our progress. 
We must invest in our students /young people not just money and resources, but 
time and effort. We cannot push forward if our children are left behind.  
 
We cannot build a great church -home -city -state--etc-if there is no one to fulfill the 
vision. A world that is dependent on one generation to sustain it, is a world that is 
doomed to fail. When we support our churches-children-youth-neighbors-friends-
families and our communities, we plant the seeds that drive progress. 
 
The person we reach back to pull along will lay the foundation for future growth. 
Each one helping another united is our desire to be better, to grow and to succeed. 
 
This is the power that will continue to push our churches -homes -communities and 
world forward and beyond so we can reach beyond and accomplish our wildest 
dreams. 
 
YOU ARE STUDENTS OF EXECELLENCE THAT ARE A CHOSEN GREATION OF ROYALITY. 

TO EVERYONE: LOVE, PEACE, JOY, KINDNESS, and GOODNESS. 

Deaconess Joyce Murphy, President of Women’s Auxiliary 
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 May, 2024 NJ State Baptist Deacons Convention Annual Session 

 

 

 

        



 

 

Deacons and Deaconess with over 40yrs of service were recognized at the 
NJ State Baptist Deacons Convention Annual Session Luncheon on Satur-

day, May 11, 2024. 
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Deacons & Deaconess with over 40 years service were recognized at the NJ State 
Baptist Deacons Convention Annual Session Luncheon on Saturday, May 11, 2024. 
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   Memorial day may 27, 2024 
Memorial Day (originally called Decoration Day) is a federal holidays in the United States 
for honoring and mourning the U.S. military personnel who died while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces. It is observed on the last Monday of May and is a day for visit-
ing cemeteries and memorials to mourn the military personnel who died in the line of duty.  
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 History Month 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mt. Zion AME Church, 172 Garwin 
Road, Swedesboro, NJ was a Station 
on the Underground Railroad. 
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Deaconess Joyce Murphy and Deacon James          Deaconess Joyce Murphy and Deacon James 

 Highsmith won the 1ST PLACE trophy for New         Highsmith won the 2ND PLACE trophy for New  

Jersey for the first time at NBDC Rally in Cherry        Jersey for the second time at NBDC Rally in  

Hill, NJ in July, 2022.      Columbia, SC in July, 2023.  

NJ DEACONS NEWSLETTE R PAGE 10 



NJ DEACONS NEWSLETTE R PAGE 11 

 



PAGE  12 NJ  DEACONS NEWSLETTE R  

My Mother Taught Me, even when I didn’t want to Listen 
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Word for Today -  Encourage 

verb 

To give support, confidence, or hope to (someone). 

"we were encouraged by the success of this venture" 

Similar: 

To Uplift, inspire, invigorate, lift the spirits of, raise the morale of give support and advise to 

(someone) so that they will do or continue to do something. 

"pupils are encouraged to be creative" 

An example of encourage is telling someone everything is going to be okay. An ex-
ample of encourage is telling a singer they have an amazing voice. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Happiness, Fun, Laughter, and Joy are among the world's cheapest and best 
medicines. Give yourself large doses of these often...It's contagious...allow those 
you come in contact with to catch it... 

Just as every snowflake is unique, every person is unique because God created 
us in his image...Don't Try To Fit In, When You Were Born To Stand out...Don't Try 
to Fit In... Fit Out!...Be the person God made you to be...WE are fearfully and 
wonderfully made..".Always be a first rate version of yourself and not a sec-
ond rate version of someone else.” "Somewhere along the way, someone is 
going to tell you, 'There is no "I" in team.' What you should tell them is, 'Maybe 
not. But there is an "I" in independence, individuality and integrity....I'm all that 
and more. Don't Be Afraid To Be Amazing....Be Like The Turtle, At Ease in Your 
Own Shell. 

 

If you fuel your journey on the opinions of others, you are going to run out of gas. 
Fill up with God...He's the ultimate Premium and He'll take you where you need to 
go.  
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Word for Today -  Encourage (Con’t) 

YOU are one of a kind. You are blessed enough to have something that makes 
you different and sets you aside from everyone else. Embrace your individual-
ity. You are amazing just the way you are. 

 

Every single one of us can do things that no one else can do, can love things 
that no one else can love. We are like violins. We can be used for doorstops, or 
we can make music. “We can’t always choose the music life plays for us but 
we can choose how we dance to it.  If you put a small value upon yourself, rest 
assured that the world will not raise your price. Love yourself...Value your-
self...Respect yourself.. Forgive Yourself..and never accept less from oth-
ers.  

 

 “You can’t always have a good day. But you can always face a bad day with 
a good attitude.” The mind is everything. What you think you become...So 
think that you are awesome..Stay awesome.. and have a truly awesome 
day. 

  

Wishing everyone a Safe and Blessed week...and encouraging you to remem-
ber that God doesn’t make junk. God loves you, and so do we. 

 

No matter how stressed you are, remember how blessed you are.” 

— Unknown 
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 Richard Standard and William Chandler representing the Bethany Baptist Association  
 Laymen at the Camden City “March For JESUS” on Saturday, May 18, 2024. 
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Public Service Announcement 

Staying Safe When It’s Hot Outside 
When the temperature climbs above 80°F, older adults need to be proactive and take 
precautions to avoid ailments due to excessive heat.  

Stay away from direct sun exposure as much as possible. If possible, plan your outdoor 
activities either early in the morning or when the sun starts to set.  

Air conditioning is your friend in summer. Spend as much time as possible in air-
conditioned spaces. If you don’t have an air conditioner, go somewhere that is air-
conditioned. For example, read a book at the library, walk around in indoor malls, 
watch that new movie at the theater, or meet your friends at the senior center.  

Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of cool water, clear juices, and other liquids that don’t con-
tain alcohol or caffeine. Alcohol and caffeine cause you to lose water in your body by 
making you urinate more. 

• Dress appropriately. Whenever you can, try wearing loose, light-colored clothes. 
Avoid dark-colored clothes as they may absorb heat. Top it off with a lightweight, broad-
brimmed hat and you are dressing like a pro!  

These simple changes will help you both stay cool and avoid sunburn. 



NJ DEACONS NEWSLETTE R PAGE  18 

Public Service Announcement 
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The New Jersey State Baptist Deacons’ Convention, Inc. (NJSBDC) and Pilgrim Bap-
tist Church of Red Bank (PBC) are hosting the DEACON SAMUEL NAILS MEMORI-
AL GOLF OUTING on August 5, 2024. The event will take place at Knob Hill Golf 
Course, 1 Shinnecock Drive, Manalapan Township, NJ.  

The purpose of the golf outing is to raise funds in order to provide scholarships for 
youth aspiring to further their education at the university level, as well as to help 
homeless initiatives in Monmouth County through the JBJ & PBC Hope and Comfort 
Center in Red Bank.  
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National Baptist Deacons Convention 2024 
 Annual Session will be held in Springfield, MA.  

July 22 - 26, 2024 
Hosted By: Connecticut Baptist Deacons Alliance 

Host Hotel: Sheraton Monarch Hotel Springfield  
One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA  01144 

    

   Hotel Reservations: (844) 209-0788   
(If problems, Ask for Daniel Pratt at: 413-263-2117)   

Note: You must identify yourself as a member of the Na-
tional Baptist Deacons Convention to get the discounted rate. 

Room Rates:   $145.00 per night plus tax 
On-Site Parking: $19.95 per day or $5.00 Hourly 
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