
ñBy this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, If 
 ye have love one for another.  

John13:35  

The New Jersey State Baptist Deacons Convention 

Deacon James R. Plummer ð Parent Body President 

VISION: To serve as a 
model to the local church 
for the training of compe-
tent, enthusiastic and com-
passionate leaders that 
support Godôs plan and the 
pastors vision for the 
church. 

PURPOSE: The pur-
pose shall be: (a) to create 
an opportunity for growth 
and fellowship among 
Deacons, Deaconess  and 
Youth of the Baptist 
Churches of the State of 
New Jersey; (b) to educate 
members so that they can 
better carry out their duties 

as church officers; and (c) 
to provide financial assis-
tance for the needy or sick 
members.  
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Inside this issue: 

Greetings and Blessings, New Jersey State Baptist Dea-
cons' Convention, Inc. and Its Auxiliaries family and 
friends! 

Praise the Lord, bless His Holy name !! 

My prayer as always is the wellbeing of everyone and that 
their families are well, and everybody had an enjoyable sum-
mer with family, friends and had some time to relax.  

The Lord has blessed us to make it through the winter, 
spring, summer and now we are in the fall the last quarter 
of the year. This is the season of the year where God chang-
es the greenery of the trees to a variety of colors. What a 
mighty God, we serve.  

Our theme for the remainder of 2024 and 2025 is ''Servant 
Leaders on A Mission" inspired by the scripture from Mark 
10: 42- 45, where Jesus reminds us that true greatness in 
His kingdom is found in serving others.   

We now have new officers for the NBDC. One thing that has-
n't changed is the King and Queen for the states rally re-
mained the same. Congratulations to King James Highsmith 
and Queen Joyce Murphy, three years in a row! It's a bless-
ing to have them on our team. 

We thank God for traveling mercy. God has blessed us this 
year to travel near and far. I pray that the Lord of our salva-
tion will continue to keep us safe and healthy for the remain-
der of the year and years to come.  

God Bless You All: 
 Deacon James R. Plummer, Parent Body President 



  

The NJ State Baptist Deacons Convention has a quarterly 
Newsletter dedicated to keep itôs members and friends updated 
as to the events and activities of the convention. Activities and 
initiatives of the Parent Body, Womenôs Auxiliary and 
Youth/Young Adults will be documented in the newsletter. We 
also intend to provide words of encouragement, Black History 
information and articles to educate members so that they can 
better carry out their duties as servant leaders . 
 
The next Quarterly newsletter will be available on Tuesday, 
December 31, 2024 Please take time to read and comment on 
this newsletter and recommend ways to make it better. 
============================================= 

Beyond tricks and treats, October is an optimal 
month to focus on your health ð both mental and 
physical. World Mental Health Day falls on Octo-
ber 10, and the rest of the month contains several 
other awareness days like World Arthritis Day, and 
World Allergy Awareness Day. October is also 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Our hearts are 
with all those who have lost a loved one or been 
impacted by breast cancer.   
======================================= 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. While 
we are thankful for our past and present pas-
tors, we need a reminder to especially bless 
and care for our pastors this month.  

 
 
 
  
 

   
 

 

 

 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bW {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ  

5ŜŀŎƻƴ wƻōŜǊǘ .Φ DǊŜŜƴŜ  
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We cannot build a great church -
home -city -state--etc-if there is 
no one to fulfill the vision. A 
world that is dependent on one 
generation to sustain it, is a 
world that is doomed to fail. 
When we support our churches-
children-youth-neighbors-friends-
families and our communities we 
plant the seeds that drive pro-
gress. 
 
The person we reach back to pull 
along will lay the foundation for 
future growth. Each one helping 
another united is our desire to be 
better, to grow and to succeed. 
 
This is the power that will contin-
ue to push our churches -homes 
-communities and world forward 
and beyond so we can reach be-
yond and accomplish our wildest 
dreams. 
========================= 

"Success is the sum of 
small efforts, repeated day-
in and day-out." 

Robert Collier 

===================== 

"Start where you are, use 
what you have, do what you 
can." 

Arthur Ashe 

===================== 

"A goal without a plan is 
just a wish." 

Antoine de Saint-Exup®ry  
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Greetings to everyone: 

 Hope all is well. 

 

 

As summer is gone, hope everyone had a MAGICAL summer with  

Vacations, Family Reunions, ETC. 

Now a new season has begun the changing of the trees from green leaves to a 
beautiful picture of Godôs creation . 

Schools and Colleges are open. We are praying that our children, youth and young 
adults will be safe and that they will focus on studying and getting a good educa-
tion. 

 

DONT QUIT NO MATTER HOW HARD IT MAY SEEM.  

ñLet us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a har-
vest if we do not give up.ò Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 

TO EVERYONE: LOVE, PEACE, JOY, KINDNESS, and GOODNESS. 

Deaconess Joyce Murphy, President of Womenôs Auxiliary 
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 July, 2024 National Baptist Deacons Convention 

Youth and Young Adults Activities 

This year our youth department participated in all the National Baptist 
Deacons Convention Youth Zoom workshops, spiritual services and gen-
eral youth meetings. The weekly program was held at the Sheraton Mon-
arch Hotel One Monarch Place, Springfield, Ma . Sister Sheryl B. Johnson, 
NBDC Youth Advisor, was group leader for the week.  

Youth will pay tribute to Deacon Brian Steele during our Youth Session on 
Wednesday AM.  All youth/young adults are requested to wear something 
purple.  This is also the color for the choir during the Parent Body session 
Wednesday PM. 
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James and Priscilla Ross Mission and Education Boardôs 
Annual Awards on Thursday Evening, July 25, 2024 at 
Presidents Banquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

First Place QueenðJoyce Murphy and  

KingðJames Highsmith from New Jersey ($6051.00); 

          Second Place: Washington DC ($6000.00);  

Third Place: Delaware ($4500.00); Fourth Place: Maryland ($4000) 

      Marilyn, Jesse, and Phyllis 

 

NJ State Delegation to NBDC Annual Session in July, 2024 in 
Springfield, Mass.  
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NBDC Youth and Young Adult Convention Officers for 2024/2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Deacon Curtis Smith            Dr. Mary LomaxðPresident   

        Parent Body President   Womenôs Auxiliary 

2024-2025 NBDC Theme:  
ñServant Leaders On A Missionò 

      Mark10:42-45 
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  NBDC Annual Session in July, 2024 in Springfield, Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SC  and DE Past Presidents at NBDC Convention in Mass. 
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A positive mind has the remarkable ability to see opportunities where others see 
obstacles. It approaches challenges with curiosity and resilience, turning 
setbacks into steppingstones. By focusing on possibilities rather than limita-
tions, a positive mindset not only drives personal growth, but also opens doors to 
innovative solutions and new paths to success. In every situation, a positive mind 
is a powerful tool that transforms potential into reality. 

Never allow anything or anyone stop you from being optimistic in life. Look at the 
cup as being half full, not half empty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness."     
Desmond Tutu 
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Samuel Nails Memorial Golf Outing, August 5, 2024  
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